PREFACE.

Soon after its expansion in 1894 into a national organization,
the American Mathematical Society inaugurated the series of
Colloquia which have been held in connection with its summer
meetings since 1896, at intervals of two or three years. These
Colloquia consist of courses of lectures delivered by specialists
on selected chapters of their fields of work. Their purpose is
to enable the members of the Society to keep in touch with the
most recent advances of mathematical science and to stimulate
a wide interest in its development.

The list of Colloquia thus far held is as follows:

I. THE BUFFALO COLLOQUIUM,   1896.

(a)    Professor MAXIME B6cHEK, of Harvard University: "Linear

Differential Equations, and Their Applications."
This Colloquium has not been published, but several papers
appeared at about the time of the Colloquium, -in which the
author dealt with topics treated in the lectures**

(6)    Professor JAMES PIERPONT, of Yale University: "Galois's

Theory of Equations."

Published in the Annals of Mathematics, series 2, volumes 1
and 2 (1900).

II. THE CAMBRIDGE COLLOQUIUM,   1898.

(a)  Professor WILLIAM F.  OSGOOD,  of Harvard University:

"Selected Topics in the Theory of Functions."
Published in the Bulletin of th'e American Mathematical Society)
volume 5 (1898), pages 59-87.

*Two of these papers were: "Regular points of linear differential equa-
tions of the second order," Harvard University, 1896; "Notes on some points
in the theory of linear differential equations," Annals of Mathematics, vol.
12 (1898).